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have often occurred in this region; so that it would be surprising if
primitive man did not follow his prey over this corridor, or in times of
stress, say when attacked by stronger tribes, did not seek refuge across
the Bering Straits from Asiatic enemies. Indeed we have evidence I hat
primitive Asiatic tribes often crossed to Alaska before the Russian
occupation of Alaska in 1784.
No American anthropologist doubts that the aborigines of America
(the Amerinds) entered by this route, So also did I hat very interesting
group the Eskimo, who are not physically very different* from some of the
earlier Amerind tribes. But when we come to examine the Amerinds
as a whole we find that they show a tremendous range4 of physical
characters. This led the writer in 1919 to the belief that the main bulk
of the Amerinds from the eastern margin of Asia very closely resembled
the main bulk of the tribes who moved out of Asia on the western
side, i.e., the numerous Mediterranean and Alpine folk of Kurope.
Another interesting parallel is that both in Kurope and South America
we find a considerable number of fossil skulls, which are like those of
the Australoid race, rather than like any of the numerous Amerind
varieties of skull. Indeed in Bolivia the so-called Qurungna folk/ who
are still alive, have many of the facial characters of the Veddahs of
Ceylon, who are Australoid,
The original idea that the Amerinds are all characterized by a
reddish skin has long been abandoned, though this idea is preserved
in the familiar name of "redskin." What arc the main physical features
of the Amerinds? They all have wavy to straight hair without any sign
of frizziness. The head index varies greatly, from 8^ for the Plains
Indians (of the United States) and Patagoiiians to 74 for the narrow
heads of the Algonquins, etc., of eastern Canada (Fig, 20), Kven
narrower are the heads of many of the inland tribes of Brazil. The width
of the nose is usually moderate; though there seems to be a tendency for
broad open nostrils among the tropical Amerinds, and for narrow
(leptorhine) noses in the colcl lands inhabited by the Kskhno and
Patagonians. Stature also varies very greatly, and often iu the same way
as does the nasal breadth. The tropical Indians arc usually very short,
while the Patagonians are some of the tallest people in the world
If we try to reconstruct the migrations of the Amerinds, we sec
a picture something like the following, in the writer's opinion. In the
'See the photograph of Qurimgua man on Plate II in my Environment, Race and
Migration, Toronto, 1945.